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Wish Night Table Host FAQ and Sample Invitation

Thank you for being a Wish Night Table Host! Your support is vital to the success of Wish Night, and we are so grateful. We are here to help you and ensure your experience as a table host is meaningful and enjoyable. If you need any additional assistance, please contact Hannah Gutkind at 206.623.5380.

KEY DETAILS
Saturday, March 21, 2020
Westin Seattle Hotel
Check-in begins at 5:30 p.m.

RSVP by February 21, 2020 
View additional event details on our website.
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WISH NIGHT FAQ

What is the timing for the evening?
· 5:30 p.m. Check-in begins on the 3rd floor.
· 5:50-7:30 p.m. Enjoy the silent auction and cocktail reception 
· 7 p.m. Ballroom doors open. Find your table and make introductions among guests. 
· 7:30 p.m. Program begins. It will conclude between 10 and 10:30 p.m.
· Stay after for dancing and celebrating.

When is guest information due?
Please fill out the gala reservation form and return it to Make-A-Wish by February 21. 

Should I invite the same guests who joined me at the WOW: Wonder of Wishes Luncheon?
While some guests may be interested in attending both events, we encourage you to invite those who are familiar with Make-A-Wish and are able to make a donation to the mission. The luncheon is a casual, introductory fundraiser while the gala is our formal, ticketed fundraiser. 

Am I responsible for raising a certain amount of money?
No. However, please encourage your guests to make a contribution that is meaningful to them.

How can I learn more about the Wish Inspiration Fund?
Many of our most committed donors make their gifts in advance of the event, leading and inspiring others to make wishes come true. Wish Inspiration Fund supporters receive exclusive access to a VIP wish experience at the event, as well as special recognition during the Fund-A-Wish portion of our program. Please contact Renae Goettel, Major Gifts Officer, at 206.623.5334, to learn more.

How do matching gifts work?
Corporate matching funds are an easy way to double the impact of a gift, at no cost to you. Guests are encouraged to submit for a corporate match if possible. You can check here to see which companies match. Please note Make-A-Wish cannot request matching funds from any employer; this can only be done by the employee.

How can I learn about sponsorship opportunities?
Sponsors are an essential part of the gala. Sponsorships are available from $50,000 - $5,000. If you know of a company or organization that would like to learn about gala sponsorship, please contact Sarah Haggen Hammann at 206.623.5352.

What is the attire?
Attire is black-tie optional. Men wear suits or tuxes. Women are in a variety of dresses from gowns to cocktail outfits. Wear something comfortable as it is a long evening but also have fun getting glammed-up for this special night! You can see photos of last year’s gala in our Facebook albums to get a feel for the event.

Is there a special hotel room rate?
The Westin Seattle has kindly offered special room rates starting at $199 for a traditional single or double room for Wish Night attendees. Please visit the Westin web page or call 206.728.1000 no later than March 6 to book. Rate is limited and subject to availability.  

Can I pay with stock or my Donor Advised Fund (DAF)?
Yes, you can pay for your direct-to-mission donations with stock or via your Donor Advised Fund. You will still be asked to swipe a credit card to enable mobile bidding upon check-in, but Make-A-Wish will not charge the card and will contact you the following week. 





SAMPLE INVITATION MESSAGE 
Use this example to invite friends and family to be your guest at Wish Night. 



Subject: Please be our/my guest(s) at Wish Night on March 21st

Dear [first name],

[I or Partner Name & I] care a lot about Make-A-Wish® and the transformational impact wishes make on the lives of children with critical illnesses. It would mean the world to me/us if you would join us at Wish Night® Gala & Auction on the evening of Saturday, March 21, 2020, at The Westin Seattle. Wish Night is Make-A-Wish Alaska and Washington’s signature fundraising event and an opportunity to give local children hope today so they can look forward to a tomorrow. 

Because it’s so important to us that you join us and make a donation at this event, we’d like to host you at our table. Click here for more event info.

It’ll be powerful and profound evening filled with wish inspiration, multi-course dinner and great auction items. We’ll hear about a young boy’s wish to be a landscaper and see how, with nurturing and love, there’s no limit to how much a wish and a child’s spirit can grow. 

Please let me know if you will be able to join us by [date] – I/we hope you can make it!  

Warmly,

[Insert your name]

P.S. If you are unable to attend but would like to help the 500 children in Alaska and Washington waiting for their wishes, please consider making a donation today. 
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SAMPLE INVITATION MESSAGE FOR FRIENDS & FAMILY
Use this example to invite friends and family to purchase their tickets to Wish Night. 


Subject: Please join our table at Wish Night on March 21st

Dear [first name],

[I or Partner Name & I] care a lot about Make-A-Wish® and the transformational impact wishes make on the lives of children with critical illnesses. It would mean the world to me/us if you would join us at Wish Night® Gala & Auction on the evening of Saturday, March 21, 2020, at The Westin Seattle. Wish Night is Make-A-Wish Alaska and Washington’s signature fundraising event and an opportunity to give local children hope today so they can look forward to a tomorrow. 

[I/We] hope you’ll consider purchasing tickets to join our table at this inspiring event. Click here for gala information including how to reserve a ticket.

It’ll be powerful and profound evening filled with wish inspiration, multi-course dinner and great auction items. We’ll hear about a young boy’s wish to be a landscaper and see how, with nurturing and love, there’s no limit to how much a wish and a child’s spirit can grow. 

Please let me know if you will be able to join us by [date] – I/we hope you can make it!  

Warmly,

[Insert your name]

P.S. If you are unable to attend but would like to help the 500 children in Alaska and Washington waiting for their wishes, please consider making a donation today. 
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SAMPLE INVITATION MESSAGE FOR A CORPORATE TABLE
Use this example to fill your corporate-sponsored table at Wish Night.


Subject: You are invited to the Make-A-Wish Wish Night Gala on March 21st

[Insert a greeting],

[Company name] is sponsoring Make-A-Wish® Alaska and Washington’s Wish Night® Gala & Auction and I hope you will be able to attend. 

Right now, there are enough local kids waiting for their wishes to fill more than seven school buses. Without wishes, they’re not getting all the tools they need to fight their illness. Wish Night Gala & Auction, Make-A-Wish Alaska and Washington’s signature fundraising event, aims to help close this gap. 

It’ll be powerful and profound evening filled with wish inspiration, multi-course dinner and great auction items. We’ll hear about a young boy’s wish to be a landscaper and see how, with nurturing and love, there’s no limit to how much a wish and a child’s spirit can grow. 

Wish Night Gala & Auction
Saturday, March 21, 2020
The Westin Seattle
Black-tie optional attire

If you would like to attend, please RSVP to me by February 17. Spaces will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis.

[Insert your name]
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